
These materials are distributed by Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. as a 
service to clients and other interested individuals and are provided for informational use only. This 
material should not be considered legal advice and should not be used as such. 

 
 

LAND DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 
July 18, 2011 
 

 
Florida Adopts Important School Choice Legislation 
 
On June 27, 2011 Governor Rick Scott signed Senate Bill 1546: “School 
Choice.” This legislation is intended to increase the number of successful 
Charter Schools that achieve “High Performing” status, by allowing them to 
expand annually beyond their charter.  The legislation creates a new 
designation called “High-Performing” Charter Schools.  Charter Schools that 
meet the standards and criteria for that designation are afforded special 
benefits, ranging from automatic expansions of student enrollment and 
opportunities for additional funding, to modifications in management policies 
and relaxed training requirements. 
 
While many of the benefits of Senate Bill 1546 are targeted to High-
Performing Charter Schools, the legislation also includes provisions relating to 
the operation and organization of all Charter Schools, including the creation of 
new funding opportunities, placing new research and monitoring 
requirements on the Department of Education and eliminating the Charter 
School Review Panel. 
 
Although the School Choice Bill will not take effect until the 2012-2013 school 
year, the legislation will immediately impact the planning and development of 
Charter Schools, especially existing Charter Schools that are able to meet the 
“High-Performing” criteria which allows further expansion.  There are several 
land use and zoning considerations, procedures and requirements that need to 
be addressed from the beginning of the Charter School approval process.  
 
Please contact our Land Development Team for more information:  
 
Ryan Bailine 
305-789-4179 
rbailine@stearnsweaver.com 
 
John R. Herin, Jr. 
305-789-3427 
jherin@stearnsweaver.com 
 
Jimmy L. Morales 
305-789-3532 
jmorales@stearnsweaver.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MIAMI 
Museum Tower 
150 West Flagler Street 
Suite 2200  
Miami, FL 33130 
(305) 789-3200 
 

FORT LAUDERDALE  
New River Center  
200 East Las Olas Boulevard 
21st Floor (Penthouse A)  
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
(954) 462-9500 
 

TAMPA 
SunTrust Financial Centre 
401 East Jackson Street 
Suite 2200 
Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 223-4800 
 

TALLAHASSEE  
Highpoint Center 
106 East College Avenue 
Suite 720 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 580-7200 
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